EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS

The Roman Empire Study Sheet

TERMS TO KNOW

(NOTE: you must know dates of all events/people whether they are listed on here or not)

The Julio-Claudian Emperors (27 B.C.E. – 69 C.E.)
Augustus

Auctoritas  vs. Potestas

The Imperial Cult
Tiberius

Caligula

Claudius

Nero

The First Jewish-Roman War

The Praetorian Guard

The Year of the Four Emperors (69 C.E.)

The Flavian Emperors (69 – 96 C.E.)
Vespasian

Titus 

Domitian

The Coliseum

Mount Vesuvius - Pompeii

Militaristic dynasty

The Five “Good Emperors” (96 – 180 C.E.)
Nerva

Trajan

Trajan’s Column

Hadrian

Hadrian’s Wall

Antoninus Pius

Marcus Aurelius

The Antonine Plague

Commodus 

Gladiator

The Year of the Five Emperors (192 C.E.)

The Severan Emperors (193 – 235 C.E.)
Septimius Severus

Caracalla

The Antonine Constitution

Severus Alexander

Diplomacy vs. bribery

The Severan Legacy

Role of women in Rome

The Third Century Crisis (235 – 284 C.E.)
Why are these 50 years considered a crisis?  What happens in the Empire?
Roman Recovery and the Fourth Century (284 – 378 C.E.)

Diocletian

The College of the Four Caesars

Tetrarchy

“Augustus”

“Caesar”

The Great Persecution (303 B.C.E.)

Constantine the Great

Battle of Milvian Bridge

Edict of Milan

Licinius

The Council of Nicaea

Arius

The Nicene Creed

Constantinople

The Fall of the Western Roman Empire (378 – 476 C.E.)

Valens

Gratian

The Battle of Adrianople

Visigoths

Decline of the Roman Army

Theodosius I

Federate system

Alaric

Aetius, “Last of the Romans”

Vandals

Ricimer

Emperor Zeno

Romulus Augustulus

Odoacer

EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS
THE ROMAN EMPIRE
Test Format
Section I: Matching, 1 point each, 20%, approx. 8 minutes

Write the letter of the term next to the phrase that matches

Section II: Identifications, complete three (3), 10 points each, 30%, approx. 15 min.

Explain, in 4-5 sentences, the characteristics/details of the term AS WELL AS the SIGNIFICANCE of the term.  Remember, it is more important to understand why a piece of history matters, then to memorize history as a list of facts.

Section III: Essay, complete one (1), 50 points, 50%, approx. 20 minutes

You will have three options:
Choose ONE of the following questions to answer in AT LEAST a 5-paragraph essay.  You may bring in ONE 8.5’’ x 11’’ sheet of paper with an outline/notes for the test.  The outline/notes must be on the FRONT of the sheet ONLY.
1. In 27 B.C.E., the Roman Senate proclaimed Augustus princeps thus making him emperor of the Roman Republic.  After Augustus’ death, new emperors often adopted various titles including princeps, imperator, Augustus, and Caesar.  Using specific examples from the Roman Empire (27 B.C.E. – 476 C.E.), which of these terms best describes the role of a Roman emperor?  (Hint:  Is the Roman emperor primarily a leading citizen?  A general?  “The revered one”?  A dictator?)

2. Roman emperors often focused on at least one of the following actions:  expanding the Empire, controlling the empire, and/or improving Roman society. Utilizing three different Roman emperors, answer the following question: which of these actions (expansion, control, or improvement) is most important in establishing one’s authority as emperor? 

3. Historians argue that the Fall of the Western Roman Empire was a result of barbaric invasions, the decline of the Roman army, Roman citizen idleness, weak/unstable Western emperors, and the spread/impact of Christianity.  Using SPECIFIC examples, answer the following question:  Which of these reasons is most responsible for the fall of the Western Roman Empire?

